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James 1:27 - Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this:
to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
Hello,

It’s an understatement to say | love working with children. | always have loved children and always will.
Kids are the best. They are simple and trusting. They ask questions and learn from everything around them.
Each is so different, perfect, and with infinite potential. They are also the most vulnerable and impressionable.
They hurt deeply and cannot express their pains. They need the most love. Maybe | have not yet outgrown my
childish heart, so | can see myself for the rest of my life loving children and preparing them to do God’s work.
Assign me a room of fifty rambunctious children for a week and | would genuinely relish every moment. | might
be exhausted, but no one complains about fatigue when all that is remembered is fulfillment.

About fifteen years ago, my heart was torn when a missionary visited our church and showed pictures
of forlorn, abandoned orphans in China. | enjoyed holding babies at church, but | had not been given any formal
responsibilities. Details escape my memory, but | know there were no trumpeting heralds recruiting me to
full-time ministry. | certainly did not sense a “tug” on my heart or even hear a quiet whisper from God.
However, there was a following, decisive determination to one day go over and spend my days serving those
little ones; it was one of those defining "When | grow up, I'm gonna...'

Ever since, that moment has driven me to pursue various methods for entering China to serve the
forgotten. First, | attempted medicine, then software engineering, and lastly, founding a school in China. In the
back of my mind, | knew these were too roundabout for working directly with Chinese orphans and | felt
unsettled. Last year, after conversing with friends and attending a few convicting conferences, | realized |
should step out in faith and situate myself into China to see what | could do to help. God provides for all our
needs and abundantly, too. Based on my heroes, He was beyond faithful in lives of those like George Muller,
Gladys Aylward, and Amy Carmichael.

In spring, | started applying to different organizations and started working for Living Hope International
onJune 1st. LHI operates two facilities in China, caring for close to 100 children. Offering more than food and
shelter, LHI gives the children in its care, a family and hope for the future. LHI focuses on building smaller,
low-key orphan homes in China, so that the children can grow in tight-knit, familial environments. LHI also has
an Angels Tour program that bring the orphans to the United States to meet their sponsors, present a special
program consisting of traditional Chinese dance and personal testimony. One intriguing new program is a
children’s performing training school in Beijing that will train more orphaned children and help them reach their
full potential.

Over the summer, I've been trained to oversee the sponsorship program, organize booking details for
the Angels Tour, learning the financials records for donations, build up the technology department, develop
social media processes, etc. The last week of August, | had the most exhausting, yet satisfying experience in my
life loving the 10 Rids in the Angels Tour as they wrapped up their summer. | was able to learn their
personalities, watch their performances, help them pack, eat and laugh with them, and see their need for love
and care, hopefully fulfilling some of that need.

The tentative plan is to head back to NC at the end of September to wrap things up with my family. For
October through December, | will work in the Beijing office for administration tasks, help the kids out in
Guangling orphan home for the 2016 Angels Tour, and however else they need me. January through August for
the Angels Tour, | will be teaching English, Math, and probably Bible, too. After this, I’'m expecting to help out
further in China, but the details have not been finalized.

I’'m so excited that I'm finally doing this... after 15 years of anticipation.
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